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Points from former CP Ahmedabad, presently DGP Gujarat PC Pande’s Deposition
loss before the Nanavati Shah (now Nanavati Akshay Mehta) commission

Deposing before the Nanavati-Shah Commission on August 18, 2004, former CP,
Ahmedabad city, PC Pandey said he only heard about the Naroda Patiya violence at 9.30
p.m. on February 28, 2002, when “I received information that some persons had been
killed there”. And it was only when he went there at around 10 or 11 p.m. that he realised
the “gravity” of the situation. The loss of memory of this senior officer needs to be
interrogated by SIT.

(See Annexure VII to Part Three of the Statement before SIT}

However, by 9.30 p.m., the Naroda massacre was long over. Eighty-three persons had
already been killed and Pandey’s cellphone records show that right through the afternoon,
from 2.30 to 9 p.m., he was, in fact, in regular touch with two police officers in charge of
the areas under which both Naroda Patiya and Gulberg Society fall.

During the last half hour of the massacre at Naroda, Pandey even received a call from VHP
state general secretary and riot accused, Jaideep Patel. Nevertheless, in his deposition
before the Nanavati-Shah Commission, Pandey said that he had not been “receiving any
information regarding the serious incidents which followed after 2.30 p.m.”.

Another point on which Pandey claimed memory loss was the meeting called by the chief
minister, Narendra Modi, on the night of the Godhra arson, hours after the VHP and the
BJP had declared a bandh for the next day.

Other Depositions of Policemen That Raise Questions of Professional Police Conduct

Joint CP (sector II), Ahmedabad, MK Tandon, who was in charge of areas that saw the
worst two massacres, told the Nanavati-Shah Commission that he only heard about the
attack on Gulberg Society at 2 p.m. on February 28. This was a massacre in which 70
people were killed, many of them burnt alive, including former Congress MP, Ahsan Jaffri.
“I was not present when the mob was being dispersed as I had gone near the Gulberg
Society at about 10.45 a.m. and then had gone to Naroda. I was in Naroda at about 12
p.-m.,” he deposed.

However, records of Tandon’s official cellphone reveal that between 11.34 a.m. and 12.09
p.m., he was in the Meghaninagar area (where Gulberg Society is). From Meghaninagar,
records show, he called up the DCP in charge of the area and the CP, PC Pandey.
(According to police records, violence at Gulberg Society started at 10.30 a.m. and went on
till 7 p.m.)

He also told the commission that he only heard about the Naroda Patiya massacre at 9.30
p-m. “I do not know when the mob entered this Muslim locality and I also do not know if
the police officials present on the spot tried to contact me during this time. I think that
during this time, the telephone lines were jammed. I first came to know about this incident
(Naroda Patiya) at 9.30 p.m. when I was in the Gulberg Society and immediately rushed
there,” he said.

But his cellphone details reveal that he was constantly in touch with the police officers
who were in direct charge of the riot hit areas, and the police control room called him at



least four times between 1.24 p.m. and 3.01p.m.



